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dissolve like a bubble in the blast of war, and this
undoubtedly increased their readiness to make war.
They were undeceived. Canada put half a million
men~ into the field, Australia and New Zealand
between them another half-million, India in spite
of her relative poverty a million, South Africa a
high proportion of her scanty numbers; and every-
where in the colonies men of every colour flocked
to enlist. Germany looked for England to be ham-
pered by an imperial liability and found her
strengthened by a splendid comradeship. What
things the troops of the Empire did, the Germans
know. The occupation of all the German colonies
was a mere incident in their four years' fight. 'To
the last man and the last shilling' was the word in
1914, and 1918 saw it made good.
After the peace the German colonies became
mandates of Great Britain, France, and the British
Dominions, and their peoples entered a world from
which they may look to march forward but have no
wish to step back. This at least is well known, and
no free man who is acquainted with the German
record in Africa believes that it would be anything
but a crime to return these peoples to Germany.
India since the War
The fighting men of India had done their share,
and her political leaders no less. They had loosed
sharp tongues and pens in time of peace, but war
altered the scale of values. 'We, the representatives
of the Indian people', they said in 1914, 'desire to
assure Your Excellency of our unswerving loyalty to
the Crown and of our firm resolve to stand by the